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[ wra flv into Arnman, the first place
[weonld head for is the Desert Loap,
which stretches to the esst of the capital
towards Irag. Tourists hardly ever visit,
bt there is am excellent road netwark
and amazing castles which date back to
the Sth century, Some people call them
leisure palaces, and they have breath-
taking mosaics and hamam comploxes,
The crusader castle of Al-Karak is one
af the mst spectacular. Then gonorth,
to Lebdd an the river Jordan, which & on
the ruigratory route for birds fving o
Furape, Une of the best ways to explore
i by bike - there are some incredible
sereteles of rosd. Head for Jerash, one of
the world's most underestimared Homan
sites, and then on o see the stunning
rosaics at bMadaba before freewheeling
all the way down to the Rift Valley and
o for a floar in the Dead Sea.

Everyone who visits Jordan goes w
Petra, but feww find their way up to the
High Flace, the religiouns area at the wp
of the mountain, Dotted sith carved
obelisks, it looks down on the top of
the Treasury; the walk up is besatiful.
1'd then head o Licthe Petra, which
Few tourrists know about - it was the
womien's caravanserai and has some
of the best-preserved wall paintings in
the whole valley complex.

Bt one of my favourite places in
Jordan = Wadi Rum: it’s so rich in
history, 1t's almast a desert enviran-
ment but - unlike the Sahara, which
has alwayvs been traversed by very
few people — it has beenused as a
thoroughfare for trading people for
thousands of years, Camping out in
Whadi Bum i= the best way toexperi-
ence raditional Bedouin hospitalicy:
it's an unforgettable experience. And
the history is awe-inspiring. People
always focus on Jordan's Boman and
Babatean history, but it has the most
amazing prehistoric rock art.

m Exngus (0845 863 Sa00); axed us.couuik)
oifiers wariowes growp trips to Jordan, includ
ing along weskend to Patra from £5545,

ora 12-day ovcling tour fram£1,239. bath
includirg flights, Cther operators inclwde
Disconvar losdan (C84.2 8RO discover
fardan.co.dd angd Coo and Kings (020 TE73

SO0 coxanskings ookl Roval lordanian
(QOENSH2ZNZ n.comlies from Haathrow
b Amman from 1840 rebum,

m IS 1T SAFE? The FCO dioas not advise
against ravel todordan and says most visits
arefrouble-free, Visas cost £8.60 anameal,
#oe viskjordancom



