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Join MH's Jonathan Thompson.as he straps on his crampons
farthe climbing trip af alifetime; and discover how you

can visit the lastgreat
ography Ma

‘Wards jonathan Thamgson
W pack & 5 seneor fdor ot
o Eh e vehite oonbnest to foliow
higchildhoad dream

THE?&W Iere are o athepisks al the

South Pole, As tha clouds clear banesth mmy
climbing boods, | beginto unoerstand why
[he panorama ssmming ko 1esus balpw
awr bghily-roped group s speclacular, raw
and alher-warldly. Hundoads of daat doven,
b mkillnees o an enarmouss naleral bay s
shaftarad asa jusanabn killar whals breads (b
surface, flipping orio its back as if plays amaong
the flcaling shards ol ice. Abova and beayond
us, uriblemshed srowy peaks march away imlo
infinity, the vast magorty neser brawblsd = o
aver aky o b troubled = By haimain f:":l‘ll|'|f||'|f5 :
“This is incredible,” | shout to the Maxican
Carlas, who s ropsd bahind s, "MNo
miy frigndd -, g shouds back, "Thes s God.”
| fietil & bug o thia rops above ma and furn
miy mind back ta the job - and mountain - m

chmba, |

gnearth —Antarctica
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hand. This 15 o ime lor soul saarching: the
wealbar = raw and ellsreal oo, and we e shll
Hh’.ll'ﬁ way lram tha sumiril

o0 Ehia e Timally o |k swnd b contingnt.
A place v bean dreaming of sinca childhood:
aclesfimation "ve baan actively trying be
reach lor over a decade. My grandiathes's
prandfaiber, a sailar and sdvanturar by the
name of Richand Thomgson, was heré moaa
than acernar ¥ mgo w1 LT lairy [l
sxplonar Ernast Shacklaton, and it's my turn
ta Tollew inhis boofstaps

| have travallasd 1o the Ardarctic Feninsula
on & spacially adapied icebreaier vessel, the
Dicaan Nowa, On board are 70 olbér sdvanturs
travalbers from 17 ditferent counines, all ol
whom are desperabs to sat fool an this, 1ka
planet’s maost remode continant, £
200 yaare alter s diacovery and 13-paars
alter mamnstraam [oun 8m Dagan, andy an
aEhimaled 1AL hismans have ayar Dsan
1o continental &ntarctica (as cpposed toits
surrcunding islands), Somn foofhall stadia
hold mare people than that. And somewhers in
that crowd is iy groat-groat grandfathar.
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THEENDOF THE WORLD AS WE KNOW T
Clur voyags bagan in iha 'city ai tha and of

bt wiarld’, UaMiida = & tovn 18abaring an the
saiarnmost lip of Arpantina, Afier oarding
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TH

the Doean Mova, we headed out imlo the
Dvaks Fassage —one al the most AZETassve
strabchas of water an Earth. The corvargenca
point far no less than Theese ol the worlds five
ageeans — tha Alantic, Southarn and Pacific

thiy Dirak s nobariously veolent. Ona of
Shacklston's compansons, a young Inshman
namad Fadiz Rooney, said it was “so rowugh, the
ship would roll the milk out of your {sa.” e

A For the 500mile crossing =whach ook

a liltleover two days — we were lossed around
by avalanche-like swalls, many of which mada
Gaorge C-I;J-l.llu:'}"u Thé Parfect Slormlook ik
A 1np to e Butline wave pool. |cs awes had

1o b slowesd canafully under banks to svaid
wﬂhu’ﬂ it e o e e 0ny aur 1|_'.-t|||i_-\,:||_‘|I
whila shawing bacame a Me-1hraataning
pxarcise, dnd this, we weare tokd, was

a ralativnly grod crossing

Weaking in shefiered waters antha third
marmng, the stunning &ntarctic Paninsula was
all arowund ws. Colour bad returred to the world

and bo our laces., Flus, ws could now havea
showar wiihaul the niakol brealang a imb.

'Wa ware lo spend five days hare, iravelling
Irom paind fo [‘:ljill'. A The priElirg while
coasiling, lnding in small Fodiac dinghdes
weherever and whangvar weather allcead,

[Ewery day imvalved aclimbing rapadition
ab some kind - from straightforward
mouniainesring trips {o mare beghnical



